Appeasing the states –
As the Philadelphia Convention was winding down during the summer of 1787, the Framers of the new Constitution began to worry their work might not be approved by the states.  They knew they had already far exceeded their authority by abolishing the Articles of Confederation, a document to which they were sent to Philadelphia to simply suggest revisions.
The Framers were certain a whole new Constitution would without question be a hard sell.  The Framers had strengthened the power of the central government at the expense of the states, and now they were going to have to go out and convince the states to agree to “cripple themselves” in the name of national unity.  The Articles required all 13 states had to agree to any Amendments or revisions to the nation’s constitution.  However, the Framers in Philadelphia were not at all confident they could get all 13 states to approve the work they had done.  This being the case, they agreed the new government could go into operation as soon as NINE states had ratified the new Constitution.

Even with this weakening of the ratification requirement, the Framers were still concerned their work might be rejected unless they made some effort to give the states more power within the new system of government.  The states could not realistically be expected to go from being essentially like little independent countries in a loose confederation one moment, and then agree to give up much of their power to a strong and distant central government in the next moment.
With this in mind, the Framers made several concessions to the states before they inked the final version of the new Constitution.  In particular, we can identify FOUR ways in which the Framers tried to appease the states in the interest of getting them to approve the new system of government.

1) SELECTION OF SENATORS – The new Congress was going to be much more powerful than the old, exercising powers like taxation and regulating trade which had been denied to the Congress of the Confederation.  In order to make the states feel they would have some control over the Congress, the Framers agreed although members of the House of Representatives would be elected directly by the people, members of the Senate were to be chosen by STATE LEGISLATURES.

2) SELECTION OF ELECTORS – There had been no national executive under the Articles of Confederation and state governors were in charge of enforcing national laws.  Under the new Constitution, however, not only would there be a president to enforce the laws passed by Congress, but he would also be the Commander-in-Chief of the new national army.  In order to make the states feel they would have some control over who the president would be, the Framers decided to allow the STATE LEGISLATURES to choose the ELECTORS who would have the power of choosing the president.

3) SELECTION OF FEDERAL JUDGES – Madison had proposed a parliamentary system of government in his Virginia Plan, with the Congress choosing both the president and the judges on the new federal courts.  These were both functions carried out by the Parliament in England.  However, just as it was decided the Congress would not choose the president (except in cases when the electors failed to), it was also decided the Congress would not choose the judges.  Instead, with state power in mind, the Framers decided the president (who is chosen by electors chosen by the state legislatures) would appoint federal judges, and then these appointments would have to be approved by the Senate (the half of the Congress which is chosen by the state legislatures).
4) FEDERALISM – The most important alteration to Madison’s Virginia Plan regarding state power, was the creation of the system of FEDERALISM in which the national government would only carry out the functions specifically assigned to it by the Constitution, while all of the other powers of government would be carried out by the states.  In his Virginia Plan, Madison had originally proposed a UNITARY system in which Congress could nullify state laws and essentially overrule the states on anything it chose to.  He even wanted Congress to be able to order an invasion of any states which refused to obey its command.  As it was feared by the Framers not one self-respecting state would ever approve such a plan, neither of these provisions was included in the new Constitution.  Instead, the new system of Federalism was devised to replace the Confederation.  This somewhat experimental system would allow for the creation of a more powerful central government while at the same time protecting a considerable amount of state power as well.
With the above listed modifications in place, the Framers wrapped up the Philadelphia Convention in September of 1787 and went about the task of aggressively marketing the new Constitution to the various states.  Although it would take several years, and considerable effort (including the publication of the Federalist Papers by James Madison, Alexander Hamilton and John Jay), the Framers were eventually able to get ALL 13 states (including even Rhode Island which had refused to send any delegates to attend the Philadelphia Convention in 1790) to approve the new Constitution.
